GCSE Writing Guide

Use this to help you

understand the tasks

and also how best to
answer them!

1. Foundation questions first - top tips and examples
2. Then overlap foundation/Higher - top tips and examples
3. Then higher - top tips and examples
4. Then top tips for all - including key verbs!
5. Then revision strategies for writing, reading and listening



Foundation
1.Photo card (8 marks)
You will get a task like this;

Decides colgar esta foto en ‘Facebook’ para una amiga espafiola.
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Escribe cuatro frases en espafiol que describen la foto.

2. qué hay en la foto? - this is always printed as well.

You need to write 4 SENTENCES, not single words.
Use the question to help you and reorder it so that you get

1. En la foto hay (in the photo there is)
Do this for each of the 4 answers!!! It’s that simple.

Don’t try and make it harder - stick to the people you see and say they
are YOUR friends and family!

So 1. En la foto hay mi madre
Do 4 of these!
Here are some practice ones



Decides compartir esta foto en WhatsApp con una amiga peruana.

¢, Qué hay en la foto? Escribe cuatro frases en espafol.
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)

(2)
(Total 8 marks)



Decides enviar esta foto por WhatsApp a un amigo espafiol.

¢, Qué hay en la foto? Escribe cuatro frases en esparniol.

)

)

)

(2)
(Total 8 marks)



2.40 worder (16 marks)
Example one

Tu amigo espanol te ha preguntado sobre tu tiempo libre.
Escribele sobre tus intereses y actividades.
Menciona:

musica
deporte

cine
restaurantes.

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en espafiol.
(Total 16 marks)

-You can ignore the top 2 lines and the word ‘menciona’,
and also the last line
-Focus just on the 4 BPS!

-Number each one

1

2

3

4

-Write what they are in English

-Plan for each before writing - vary opinions, because
words and adjectives.

-Aim is to keep it simple and accurate!

-In your answer, number each bit as you write about it
And put a total word count as well at the end

-Make sure you re-read your answer!

Here are some examples to the one above with their
scores /16



Me gustaria pizza porque es deliciousa. Ademas los restaurantes de pizza son demasadio-me gusta el deport. mi favourita es
futbol porque es fantastico. El fin de semana pasado fui el festival de musical con mi amigos y vimos muchas bandas icludas
McFly.

8/16

En mi tiempo libre escucho musica rock mucho, es mi tipa de musica favorita, pero durante las vacaciones no hace deporte
parque soy perezoso. Sin embargo, siempre visito el cine y muchos restaurantes con mi familia, me gusta mucho, jes guay!

14/16

Now try one of your own - re read my instructions above
first!

Tu amiga argentina, Sofia, te ha preguntado sobre lo que haces con tus amigos.
Escribele un email.
Menciona:

deportes

redes sociales
television

centro comercial.

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en espafiol.
(Total 16 marks)

3. Translation
Here you will have 5 sentences to translate in to
Spanish

1. Read each sentence fully first




2. Recognise that 3 are in present tense - one is
usually in the ‘we’ form (ends mos)

3.0ne is in past tense

4.0ne is in future tense (usually | am going to - voy a
+ infinitive, or I'd like to - me gustaria)

5. Write the Spanish on the lines that you can do,
leaving spaces for words you do not know

6. Then see if you can put an alternative in its place
(you will get credit for this still)

7. Crossing out the English as you write the Spanish
means you don't miss any words out too

Look at this example on the next page

Translate the following sentences into Spanish.

1 | have a computer in my bedroom.

2)

2 | watch the television with my sister.

2)

3 We eat breakfast at eight o'clock.

2)

4 | want to have a shower because it uses less water.



(2

5 We went to the park last Sunday.

(2)
(Total 10 marks)

And these exemplar answers

1.
2.

. Fuimos a la parque el domingo pasado.

Tengo un ordenador en mi habitaciones.

Veo la television con mi hermana.

. Comemos desayudo a las ocho.

. Me gustaria ducho porque es menos agua.

8/10

. Tengo un ordenador en mi dormitorio.

. El television con mi hermana.

. Comamos.

. Me gustaria ducharme porque es use | agua.

. Visitamos el parque el sabado pasado.

5/10

Now try some of your own on the next pages



Translate the following sentences into Spanish.

| eat lots of fruit.

| prefer to download music.

The poor man lives on the street

| bought a new laptop on Saturday.

| think that | am going to study Spanish next year.

Foundation/Higher overlap



90 worder (16 marks)

Q4 on foundation

Q1 on higher

You will have a choice of 3 questions - you pick one
BUT - read all 3 first, think which you can best answer
AND - use vocab from the other 2 in your answer.

You may repeat yourself as much as you like from your
40 worder/photo card/translation if it makes sense to!

Here is an example question

Tu amigo espanol acaba de celebrar su cumpleafios. Te escribe para preguntarte sobre tu
colegio y tus planes para el futuro.

Escribele una carta.
Menciona:

qué hiciste con tu familia para celebrar tu ultimo cumpleafios
tus opiniones sobre tu vida en el colegio

cémo van tus examenes

qué vas a hacer el setiembre que viene.

Escribe aproximadamente 90 palabras en espafiol. Responde a todos los aspectos de la
pregunta.

(Total 16 marks)

You can ignore all but the BPs (the top line does give
you the overall topic but isn’t really necessary)

1. Number the BPS -2 are in present tense, one in
past and one in future so also identify which is
which

2. Remember that this is asking YOU things so you
need to change the tu/tus (your) to mi/mis (my) and
also the verbs if you use the ones in the question

3. Plan before you write so you can avoid repetition
and think about your answer



4. Do not try and over complicate it - it would be better
to be clearer and more simple

5. When you write your answer number the BPs in
your answer and put a total word count at the end

** Top tip - you get marks for the TIME FRAME so
ensure you use these at the start of each new bit!

Here are some examples for the one above

Para celebrar mi cumplearios, normalmente vamos al restaurante “Moza” pero para celebrar mi Ultimo cumpleafios fui al KFC
con mi familia. jFue delicioso!

Mis opiniones para mi vida en el colegio, bueno, pienso que mi comida es muy sana y hacer mucho ejercicio cuando jugar al
futbol. ;Y es muy divertido! jNo juego al futbol muy bueno! Mis clases son muy divertido, pero los profesores son un poco
aburrido.

Mis examenes son muy difficiles. Hiciste el examen de Inglés de maths y el examen de francés es lunes.

El setiembre que viene teneré el “XBOX ONE" y FIFA 17. (;Me gusta mucho los juegos electronicos!) También no haceré la

10/16

En mi dltimo cumplearios, fui al centro comercial con mi familia. Fuimos a un buen restaurante y comi un pollo muy sabroso.
iEra muy bien!

Mi vida en el colegio es un poco aburrido. Odio mis profesores porque son tedioso para escuchar. Sin embargo, me gusta las
facilidades de mi colegio, que son modernas.

Mis examenes son en proximo mes. Soy un poco preocupado sobre él, pero creo que va a ser facil.

El setiembre que viene, voy a ir a Barcelona con mis amigos. Haceremos muchas actividades, por ejemplo iremos al Camp
Nou para ver un partido de futbol entre Barcelona y Valencia. {Va a ser muy buena!

14/16

Try the ones on the next page yourself

HIGHER ONLY
2. 150 worder (32 marks)



Just as with the 90 worder except this time you only
have 2 BPs

Try to split those in to 4 - for and against /advantages

and disadvantages

The 2 BPS cover 2 tenses and you are only required to
refer to those (you can get 32 this way) BUT if you can
cover all three tenses this is better.

** Don’t forget your TIME FRAMESs!!!

Other top tips for higher writing;

-use subjunctive phrases (the ones with doubt, ie
cuando dea mayor)

-use idioms (ie, es la leche, es pan comido)

-really learn your tenses for accurate use - pick some
that are transferable regardless of question (see top tips
page)

-KEEP IT RELEVANT AND KEEP REFERRING BACK
TO THE BPS IN YOUR ANSWER TO SHOW CLEAR
LINKS

Look at the egs on the next page

Question



Una revista espafiola que sale en linea tiene un concurso sobre ‘los mejores amigos’. Hay un
premio de 100 euros. Decides participar.

Escribe a su sitio web con esta informacion:
. algo que hiciste que confirma que tu eres un buen amigo/una buena amiga
. qué vas a hacer con los 100 euros si ganas el concurso.

Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en espafiol. Responde a los dos aspectos de la
pregunta.

(Total 32 marks)

Example answer 1

Creo gue, en mi opinion soy un hombre muy bueno, asi que soy un buen amigo por su puesto. Por ejemplo la semana pasada
mis amigos y yo fuimos al cine y he pagado para todo el mundo*. Adémas ayudo con sus deberes y para su cumplearios
compre dos bhilletas para ver un partido de futbdl. West Ham contra Manchester City, nos lo pasamos muy genial. *Yo siempre
ayudo a mi mejor amigo. Creo que es muy importante cuidar de tus amigos.

Si gano el concurso iria en las vacaciones por su puesto con toda de mi familia. Normalmente voy a Espana porque mis
abuelos viven alli. Sin embargo me gustaria ir a Dubai pero yo solo tengo 100 euros asi que iré a Clacton Butlins.
Probablemente voy a comprar los videojugeous para mi y mis hermanos. Creo que iré a un partido fatbol con mis amigos
porque me encanta el deporte y especialmente el futbol.

25/32

Example answer 2

En mi opinion, creo que soy un buen amigo con todos de mis amigos porque soy simpatico y generoso. Mi mejor amiga se
llama Amelia y el afio pasado fuimos a la playa. Nadamos en el mar y la pasamos bomba. Pero Amelia nadd demasiado lejos y
fue en una situacién muy peligrosa. Yo soy fuerte en nadir y fue a ayudarla. Volvemos a la playa y después de hablar con ella
fuimos a su casa y sus padres estuven muy contentos con mi.

Si tuviera 100 euros del concurso usaria para ayudar los hijos que tienen hambre. Me gustaria ayudar este jovenes porque

hambre es un problema muy grave en mi ciudad. Aunque quiero tambien comprarme un regalo. probablemente un juego
electronico que me gusta mucho. Compraré dulces para mi hermano tambien porque va a ser su cumplearios pronto.

29/32

Try the ones on the next page yourself



Tu revista espafiola favorita, Vida Joven, quiere recibir articulos de sus lectores con el titulo: ‘El
dia que nunca voy a olvidar'.

iEl dia que nunca voy a olvidar!

Posibles ideas...

¢Un dia especial con tu familia?
Wﬁ@]@ ‘ﬂ@W@m ¢Una sorpresa estupenda?
X 2Un triunfo personal?

Decides escribir un articulo con esta informacion:

. qué paso el dia mas memorable de tu vida
. por quée te gusta tanto la revista Vida Joven.

Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en espariol. Responde a los dos aspectos de la
pregunta.
(Total 32 marks)

Durante una visita a Espafia visitaste este centro comercial.

A

e Las mejores tiendas y mucho més...

® Cafeterias y restaurantes
* Cine

NUEVO CENTRO | . soer

EN EL CORAZON DE ZARAGOZA o Area de juegos

Decides escribir a Tripadvisor Espafia.

Menciona:

. qué hiciste en el centro comercial

. tus recomendaciones para una visita a Espana.

Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en espafiol. Responde a los dos aspectos de la
pregunta.
(Total 32 marks)

03 Translation




The translation will cover 3 tenses and a wide range of
vocab
1. Read it all from beg to end
2. ldentify the tenses and think about their
formation/endings - these will be in a variety of
|/we/they/he/she
3. Write it out underneath so it mirrors the Spanish
and leave underlines spaces where you don’t know
something
4. Think carefully about your word order and
agreements so you don’t lose basic marks!!

Look at this eg

Translate the following passage into Spanish.

| went to the cinema yesterday and | did not do my homework. Now | cannot
visit my grandparents’ house because | have to study. They live in a city where
there is a lot to do. | like to go shopping there. The shops are better. | want to
buy a mobile phone. | am going to look on the Internet.

(Total 12 marks)

And example answer

Fue la cine ayer y no hago my Ahora no visitar la casa de mis abuelos porque tengo de estudiar. Viva en un
ciudad done hay muchas Me gusta voy a compra Las tiendas son mejor. comprar un
movil. Voy a ver en la internet.

5/12

Another

Fui al cine ayer y no hizo mis deberes. Ahora, no visito la casa de mis abuelos porque tengo estudiar. Vivian en un cuidad
donde hay muchas cosas que hacer. Me gusta ir de compras alli. Las tiendas son mejor. Me gustaria comprar un telefono
mavil. Voy a ver en el Internet.

9/12

Try these for yourself



Translate the following passage into Spanish.

| like school because my subjects are interesting and | get on well with my
teachers. We studied the environment in Geography yesterday and now | am

going to recycle more. Today we watched a film about a festival in Valencia. It
is a city that | would like to visit.

Translate the following passage into Spanish.

My sister is going to get married in July and my parents want to
buy a smaller house. My father works in the tfown centre and we
went to see a flat near his office. I would like to live there

because I will have my own bedroom, but it does not have a
garden.

(Total 12 marks)

General top tips!




1. It's always best to keep it simple - simple usually
means more accurate which means more
understanding which means more marks!

2.Learn TIME FRAMES (min 3 in each tense) Write
them here

past Present Future

3. Learn core verbs in different tenses - these are all ‘I’

past present conditional

Ir - to go fui voy Me gustaria
ir

Ser-tobe |[fue soy Me fliparia
ser

Comer - to comi como Me

eat encantaria
comer

Beber - to bebi bebo Odiaria

drink beber

Visitar - to visité visito Me chiflaria

visit visitar

Can you think of others you could learn?
4.Learn some set vocab/ phrases in these categories;



a.In my opinion phrases - en mi opinién, para mi,
ami

b. Connectives

c. Exclamative phrases j queé......... ' How....!

d. Show off phrases - cuando sea mayor, sin
duda, desafortunadamente, por un lado etc

5. Cover ALL the bullet points and don’t waffle!! Don'’t
go off tangent and keep it all relevant!!

Finally, remember that you CAN!!! | have every faith in
you being able to do this!!

Here are some revision strategies/ideas/websites;
-memrise - little and often https://www.memrise.com/
-studyspanish.com - great for grammar
https://studyspanish.com/

-bbc bitesize - can filter via topics and tiers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
-AQA - find past papers/ access sound files, transcripts
etc
https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanis
h-8698/assessment-resources

-blooket/kahoot - get the family involved or play against
other yearlls! There are hundreds set up ready to go!

Revising writing strategies

1 - read this booklet over and over
2- embed the tips

3 -learn the time frames and verbs


https://www.memrise.com/
https://studyspanish.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources

4 - make a writing mat - key vocab in sections that you
could replicate in the exam
5 - practice and learn set phrases that work in all topics
Revising reading strategies
1. Access as many texts as possible - there is no
shortage on the internet
2. Bbc bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
3. Past papers on AQA
https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/sp
anish-8698/assessment-resources
4. Practice the art of skim reading/ reading and
highlighting/ focus on tenses as you go

Revising listening strategies

1. BBC bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyhv

2. AQA - access the sound files but not necessarily
the paper - just get used to the speed, accents etc
and see what you understand
https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/sp
anish-8698/assessment-
resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=0Question+paper
s&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1

3. Read through transcripts for common language
https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/sp
anish-8698/assessment-
resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&
f.Component%7C7=Paper+1



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1

4. Watch TV and films in Spanish - it’s fine to have

subtitles on - background noise is good even if you
are not fully focussed

5. Put your console into Spanish

And learn vocab! For reading and listening knowing a
range of vocab is key.

The vocab is covered on AQA
https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanis
h-8698/subject-content/vocabulary



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/subject-content/vocabulary
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/subject-content/vocabulary

