
GCSE Writing Guide 

 

Use this to help you 

understand the tasks 

and also how best to 

answer them! 

 
1. Foundation questions first - top tips and examples 

2. Then overlap foundation/Higher - top tips and examples 

3. Then higher - top tips and examples 

4. Then top tips for all - including key verbs! 

5. Then revision strategies for writing, reading and listening 

 

 

 

 



Foundation 

1. Photo card (8 marks) 

You will get a task like this; 

 
¿qué hay en la foto? - this is always printed as well. 
 

You need to write 4 SENTENCES, not single words. 

 

Use the question to help you and reorder it so that you get 

 

1. En la foto hay (in the photo there is) 

Do this for each of the 4 answers!!! It’s that simple. 

 

Don’t try and make it harder - stick to the people you see and say they 

are YOUR friends and family! 

 

So 1. En la foto hay mi madre 

Do 4 of these! 

Here are some practice ones 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



2. 40 worder (16 marks) 

Example one 

 
-You can ignore the top 2 lines and the word ‘menciona’, 

and also the last line 

-Focus just on the 4 BPS! 

 

-Number each one 

1 

2 

3 

4 

-Write what they are in English 

-Plan for each before writing - vary opinions, because 

words and adjectives.  

-Aim is to keep it simple and accurate! 

 

-In your answer, number each bit as you write about it 

And put a total word count as well at the end 

-Make sure you re-read your answer! 

Here are some examples to the one above with their 

scores /16 

 



 
8/16 

 

 
14/16 

 

Now try one of your own - re read my instructions above 

first! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Translation 

Here you will have 5 sentences to translate in to 

Spanish 

1. Read each sentence fully first 



2. Recognise that 3 are in present tense - one is 

usually in the ‘we’ form (ends mos) 

3. One is in past tense  

4. One is in future tense (usually I am going to  - voy a 

+ infinitive, or I’d like to  - me gustaría) 

5. Write the Spanish on the lines that you can do, 

leaving spaces for words you do not know 

6. Then see if you can put an alternative in its place 

(you will get credit for this still) 

7. Crossing out the English as you write the Spanish 

means you don't miss any words out too 

 

Look at this example on the next page 

 



 
And these exemplar answers 

8/10 

 

5/10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now try some of your own on the next pages 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation/Higher overlap 



90 worder (16 marks) 

Q4 on foundation 

Q1 on higher 

You will have a choice of 3 questions - you pick one 

BUT - read all 3 first, think which you can best answer 

AND - use vocab from the other 2 in your answer. 

 

You may repeat yourself as much as you like from your 

40 worder/photo card/translation if it makes sense to! 

 

Here is an example question 

 
You can ignore all but the BPs (the top line does give 

you the overall topic but isn’t really necessary) 

1. Number the BPS -2 are in present tense, one in 

past and one in future so also identify which is 

which 

2. Remember that this is asking YOU things so you 

need to change the tu/tus (your) to mi/mis (my) and 

also the verbs if you use the ones in the question 

3. Plan before you write so you can avoid repetition 

and think about your answer 



4. Do not try and over complicate it - it would be better 

to be clearer and more simple 

5. When you write your answer number the BPs in 

your answer and put a total word count at the end 

 

** Top tip - you get marks for the TIME FRAME so 

ensure you use these at the start of each new bit! 

 

Here are some examples for the one above 

 
        10/16 

 
        14/16 

 

Try the ones on the next page yourself 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHER ONLY 

2. 150 worder (32 marks) 



Just as with the 90 worder except this time you only 

have 2 BPs 

 

Try to split those in to 4 -  for and against /advantages 

and disadvantages 

The 2 BPS cover 2 tenses and you are only required to 

refer to those (you can get 32 this way) BUT if you can 

cover all three tenses this is better. 

 

** Don’t forget your TIME FRAMEs!!! 

 

Other top tips for higher writing; 

-use subjunctive phrases (the ones with doubt, ie 

cuando dea mayor) 

-use idioms (ie, es la leche, es pan comido) 

-really learn your tenses for accurate use - pick some 

that are transferable regardless of question (see top tips 

page) 

-KEEP IT RELEVANT AND KEEP REFERRING BACK 

TO THE BPS IN YOUR ANSWER TO SHOW CLEAR 

LINKS 

 

Look at the egs on the next page 

 

 

 

Question 



 
Example answer 1 

 
25/32 

 

Example answer 2 

 
29/32 

 

Try the ones on the next page yourself 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Q3 Translation 



The translation will cover 3 tenses and a wide range of 

vocab 

1. Read it all from beg to end 

2. Identify the tenses and think about their 

formation/endings - these will be in a variety of 

I/we/they/he/she 

3. Write it out underneath so it mirrors the Spanish 

and leave underlines spaces where you don’t know 

something  

4. Think carefully about your word order and 

agreements so you don’t lose basic marks!! 

 

Look at this eg 

 
And example answer 

 
5/12 

 

Another 

 
9/12 

 

Try these for yourself 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General top tips! 



1. It’s always best to keep it simple - simple usually 

means more accurate which means more 

understanding which means more marks! 

2. Learn TIME FRAMES (min 3 in each tense) Write 

them here 

 

past Present  Future 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Learn core verbs in different tenses - these are all ‘I’ 

 

 past present conditional 

Ir - to go fui voy Me gustaría 
ir 

Ser - to be fue soy Me fliparía 
ser 

Comer - to 
eat 

comí como Me 
encantaría 
comer 

Beber - to 
drink 

bebí bebo Odiaría 
beber 

Visitar - to 
visit 

visité visito Me chiflaría 
visitar 

Can you think of others you could learn? 

4. Learn some set vocab/ phrases in these categories; 



a. In my opinion phrases - en mi opinión, para mí, 

a mí 

b. Connectives  

c. Exclamative phrases ¡ qué………! How….! 

d. Show off phrases - cuando sea mayor, sin 

duda, desafortunadamente, por un lado etc 

5. Cover ALL the bullet points and don’t waffle!! Don’t 

go off tangent and keep it all relevant!! 

 

Finally, remember that you CAN!!! I have every faith in 

you being able to do this!! 

 

Here are some revision strategies/ideas/websites; 

-memrise - little and often https://www.memrise.com/ 

-studyspanish.com - great for grammar 

https://studyspanish.com/ 

-bbc bitesize - can filter via topics and tiers 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv 

-AQA - find past papers/ access sound files, transcripts 

etc 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanis

h-8698/assessment-resources  

-blooket/kahoot - get the family involved or play against 

other year11s! There are hundreds set up ready to go! 

 

Revising writing strategies 

1 - read this booklet over and over 

2- embed the tips 

3 -learn the time frames and verbs 

https://www.memrise.com/
https://studyspanish.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources


4 - make a writing mat - key vocab in sections that you 

could replicate in the exam 

5 - practice and learn set phrases that work in all topics 

Revising reading strategies 

1. Access as many texts as possible - there is no 

shortage on the internet 

2. Bbc bitesize 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv 

3. Past papers on AQA 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/sp

anish-8698/assessment-resources 

4. Practice the art of skim reading/ reading and 

highlighting/ focus on tenses as you go 

 

Revising listening strategies 

1. BBC bitesize 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv 

2. AQA - access the sound files but not necessarily 

the paper - just get used to the speed, accents etc 

and see what you understand 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/sp

anish-8698/assessment-

resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+paper

s&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1 

3. Read through transcripts for common language 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/sp

anish-8698/assessment-

resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&

f.Component%7C7=Paper+1 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Mark+schemes&f.Component%7C7=Paper+1


4. Watch TV and films in Spanish - it’s fine to have 

subtitles on - background noise is good even if you 

are not fully focussed 

5. Put your console into Spanish 

 

And learn vocab! For reading and listening knowing a 

range of vocab is key. 

The vocab is covered on AQA 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanis

h-8698/subject-content/vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/subject-content/vocabulary
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/subject-content/vocabulary

